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Meeting 10/8/19 

Wendy: Call to meeting- Meeting Started 7:00 PM  

Wendy: Minutes from September I read them, Jasmine did a fantastic job. The 
only thing we did miss was your introduction. Linda- 

Linda: Hi, I’m Mrs. I am the co-treasurer this year and I teach 3rd grade this is 
my 3rd year on the board.  

Motion to approve these- Linda seconds. 

Treasurer report: We got together at the end of August. If this is your first 
year with the school or PTO-we come up with a budget during the summer. This 
is the proposed budget, once we agree on it its set but of course if something 
comes up there’s always leeway. Usually what we have been trying to do for the 
past couple of years, the budget helps all of the kids in the school. All the kids 
benefit from it so we try to keep it in the budget. Wendy to Linda: We weren’t 
planning on any spirit sticks but we ran out of 3rd grade. Minimum order of 
$100 or you can’t order. We need to add that to the budget for the spirit sticks.  

Linda: Based on what we did last year and the population that we have in the 
school. We just took that into consideration. 

Wendy: There is insurance, the Halloween ball, certain instances that the school 
isn’t covered for. Renewing our gambling license. We would do raffles; you 
need a permit just to have a raffle. If you don’t renew it you have to do a bunch 
of paperwork-we do a raffle just to try to make some extra money. Pre-K kids 
don’t go on field trips, Its up to the PRE K teachers - last year we gave them the 
option of magazines or end of year party money and magazines is what they 
picked. We will ask the teachers again this year.  

There’s another thing on here PTSO, it’s a council that represents the PTO of 
the district, pays for flowers for the teacher of the year and they have a huge 
breakfast. Therefore, the teacher who wins that award comes and get flowers 
and all the PTO’s in the district pays for that. 

Motion to approve the budget - Jasmine seconds.  
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President’s report: Spirit wear and stick sale – Spirit Wear sale is over. Jessie 
hasn’t given me the final number but about $3,000 in spirit wear orders. Come 
in in 2 weeks. Week of October 21. It is separated by names, it doesn’t take too 
long. There will be a second sale in the spring. Thank you to everyone who 
ordered. As soon as they come in, we will get them out. Spirit sticks sold during 
lunch - if the kids purchased 5 or more they received a metal wire hoop to keep 
their sticks on. Wendy sat at the detention table and there were no children 
there! I try to do them once a month, maybe the 17th of next month.  

This week is week of respect- today was dress in your jersey. Friday is dress 
your best, which is, also picture day, no worries Ruth, Lisa and a parent or two 
will be here to make sure your kids look the best. Thursday is superhero day. No 
school tomorrow and on the 14th. Book fair is coming up, Mr. Douglas who is 
our media specialist, he’s awesome, he’s going to be doing a scholastic book 
fair, if anyone is available to help him out. If anyone has any time at all to help 
clean up or help any way you can that would be appreciative. The multicultural 
celebration we had our first one last year. You come in and there’s different 
cultures and whatever your culture is people made a dish. If you made a dish, 
you got some free tickets. We were in the newspaper as well! It was cool if you 
can come and experience it. Questions?  

Do we need any help on multicultural day? Mr. H - we actually run that but if 
you want to bring something in. Any help is always wonderful! 

Zenah: Income expenses for the past month. This goes from our last meeting to 
today. Our ice cream was paid back to Debbie, we made the deposit to our DJ 
for the Halloween ball, our dress, which Wendy already talked about, was $100. 
It would go towards expenses to Teacher Appreciation banquet, renewing our 
gambling license, which is $100 (50/50 tickets). Spirit Monkey is the spirit 
sticks. Our deposits ended up being $1,026 that was just from our spirit wear 
sale anything before the deadline. In addition, our first PTO membership is 
$430. At the end of the expense is just what we hold money for on other 
accounts. This is just so that they can issue checks to their venders or whatever 
the case may be. There has been no activity since last meeting or last school 
year. That’s pretty much it. Next month will be a little bit different. 
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Parent question: What is gambling license for?  

Zenah: If we decide to sell 50/50 tickets, you do need a gambling license or any 
time you have raffle.  

Wendy: If you are doing a raffle, you need a gambling license. NJ is very strict. 
We can do a raffle anytime if we wanted to. This umbrella covers you for any 
gaming purposes.  

Wendy to Mr. H. The PBS check that will be donated to the school have you 
heard anything about that? Mr. H no not yet. However, we should very soon.  

Wendy: BOE got a big donation- $2500 to each schools positive behavior 
support group. The teachers run that, they do fundraising and school store is for 
the prizes available for the kids. I was just asking because we hold the money 
for them. 

Halloween ball committee: All the flyers have been distributed. If the kids 
haven’t received them today hopefully, they get them Friday. Purchased more 
decorations, got the DJ, volunteers sign up through sign up genius and the scan 
code will be on FB. Getting volunteers for that and donations would be 
appreciated! AS far as games we weren’t going to do any additional games but 
have the DJ do dance games like limbo and chicken dance. Wendy: We should 
all do the chicken dance! We will still do the costume contest. Have the DJ 
announce the winners. It takes the pressure off the voters and can streamline the 
selection process. Wendy: Get advance who would be picking the winners. 
Maybe if we had a few parents or administration pick the winners for the 
costume contest.  

Wendy: This is our first year with committees! So excited to have parents who 
have stepped up to help out! You guys are paying a lot of attention to details. 
There is a QR code on the table if you can help please sign up! Cleaning up and 
helping check people in. There is a sign up genius, please jot down your email 
and we will send an email to you for help. Many parents like to stand behind the 
snack table to stay away from the chaos. Bring earplugs because it is loud! Its 
$5 per family, so families can bring siblings Grandparents, Please dress up!  
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Mr.R H- Adults please do not wear masks, just from the security standpoint. 
Don’t have representing weapons.  

Wendy: The Ball October 28, 630-830, DJ games costume contest it’ll be a 
good time. 

New Business: School pictures Friday. A few of us will be there as well as 
parents to help with kids. It’s also class picture, so if your kid misses this day 
they will not have their picture with their class. The pictures will be in the gym. 
Lifetouch comes and makes sure the kids have their eyes open, they do a good 
job. You can also order online which makes it easier for the kids. Siblings can 
have pictures together, just let the teacher know. 

Class celebrations: It’s the last Friday of every month. If it is the first it will be 
the 25th for celebrations. No Sugar! If sugar is in the first four ingredients. Low 
fat ice cream is allowed- Ice cream sandwiches, chips ahoy, fruit, mini crispy 
Oreos. Mr. H makes Mr. R take away cupcakes. Just try to remember that. You 
can email your teacher about allergies. 

Home Room Parents: If you already joined the PTO and you want to be a parent 
I have you on the list I just haven’t completed it yet. Deb has the list for parents 
who want to be a parent but not a PTO member. PTO paid members will get 
first pick.  

Parent: What is a homeroom parent? Wendy: Helps the teacher with events, 
coordination in the classroom or if the teacher needs help. Liaison between the 
classroom teacher and the parents. Debbie: we have done co-parents because we 
have an influx of parents who want to help so it is hard to pick. If it is, a party 
one can help with flyers and another doing something else. It does help to have 
two. Wendy: Even If people are not homeroom parent, there are parents who 
can help. Debbie: You are the liaison between the teacher (email, phone) how 
can I help you? How do you run it? How can we help? The teacher would say I 
would like to do this this and this and you would compile the information. If a 
Holiday is coming, you would email the teacher and ask what they would like to 
do. You can make your own flyers or the teacher makes their own. There are 
templates to look at to help you out so you don’t feel like you have to figure it 
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out on your own. Last call forms due the 15th, next week we should have final 
assignments made. And then we will reach out to the parents (know by the 18th) 

Wendy: There is a morning club 3-5th grade students. Clubs started last year it’s 
a survey and you pick Mr. H- The district is going to open it up to make second 
choices. There will only be one core club. Get in there this week, pick your first 
choice. They will reopen it and then you can pick another choice. 

Deb Question: On the surgery it says dance troop and they haven’t tried out yet, 
the survey only allows you to pick one.  

Mr. H: It will reopen and you can pick your second one 

MR H Clubs will start at believe 825 or 835. We have to be careful because of 
how the teachers are paid you can’t double dip. Let’s say 830. Once you’re in 
the club, you’ll be notified.  

Wendy: If you have a third grader this year, there is no transportation so you 
will have to get your kids here on your own or find a neighbor to take them. If 
they are here for CARE, they will leave and go to club just leave a note for the 
CARE teacher.  

Fundraising: Debbie- box tops its 10 cents for every box top cut. They are still 
accepting clip out ones up until this year. You can scan your receipt and it can 
do it that way. We submit them twice a year October and March. For every 10 
it’s $1. Shoparoo get the app, every time you shop you scan your receipt, and it 
gives points to the school. Poppin popcorn has started! It is delicious, it’s really 
good. A great fundraiser you should have it today. Tons of popcorns and there’s 
other stuff like candy, sweets, sugary and salty. 50% comes back to the PTO to 
pay for things. Started today and we are off to a really good start. October 22 
it’s due. The popcorn will be here a week before Thanksgiving. November 22. 
Spirit sticks October 17. Upcoming fundraisers somewhere around Christmas 
with David’s cookie dough other schools have made a good chunk of change. It 
comes frozen. We also have the Halloween ball - we talked about - and movie 
night, which is right before Christmas. Movie night is great because you can 
drop your kid off and get shopping done or relax and we will watch your kids 
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and they will have a movie and dinner. Its students from EAS not siblings. $10 
per child. Dinner popcorn movie drinks. Kids come in their PJs.  

Question: Do we come to pick up the popcorn? Debbie: We have a lovely 
committee, we will get the orders in, sort them out by student and then phone 
blast and put it up on FB page. Expect November 22 expect phone call. Mr. 
Middleton will be here until 6, but special events we hire extra. They work 
really well for us. If you have to come after Horus or during the day, you would 
check in with security and they would bring it to you. They will not send it 
home with your child. It’s too much for the kids. Everyone always gets his or 
her order. Wendy: The more you order you get your own box that’s labeled. We 
made $3,000 (sold $6,000 in popcorn). 

Assemblies: Wendy: we have two assemblies set up. Puppet show October 25. 
We did that last year, it’s similar to Sesame Street, these guys come, and talk 
about anti bullying this one is about magic book being kind. Last year we had 
Connie Palmer come, she was wonderful, and the kids enjoyed her. She comes 
back for anti-bullying and a couple months later about cyber bullying. PTO is 
100% behind this and we fund it. 

MR H- We need to have the assemblies in the afternoon. We have something 
we call instructional rounds- like doctors go and discuss cases- we do that but in 
January we have people from the state and our school is noted for the way we 
do round. October 25th they are coming in.  

Question: can parents come to the puppet show? MR H Yes they can come! 
Mrs. Riga gets involved with the assemblies! 

Question: The bullying and cyber bullying is for all the grades? Wendy: First 
time she comes is all the grades starting at kindergarten. Roll play, parent 
session. She is really good and gives tips. I will be sure about the grades. Parent 
1 had a low turnout so she will not be returning for that. 

Question: Do you ever think about videoing the assemblies? Wendy: we can see 
if we can video tape her presentation. Mr. H- we need to ask her to be sure and 
be clear.  
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Principals report: Mr. H- First of all, it’s really highly unusual we have for the 
teacher involvement thank you, the backbone to the school is your staff so thank 
you. If you have a healthy PTO, you have a healthy school. Thank you parents 
for coming out your support stands behind what we are trying to do. Halloween 
- children will start moving about 2:15, we dismiss the younger ones about 10 to 
2 they go back to the classrooms please don’t bring kids in costumes. They are 
changed out of them on the way back. Do not bring anything that represents 
weapons. Masks make sure children can see. If it’s not raining, the entrance on 
the far right is where they come out, come out the front driveway and through 
the building twice. If it rains have parents in the gym but may be worried about 
code. Parents in cafe and gym then kids will come through. Lasts about a half 
hour. Most classes make it through twice. The little kids may not make it twice. 
Autistic sections may not make it twice. Refreshments please respect the 
policies; it’s more of a rule with the sugar and fat. If it’s a Halloween ball I’ll 
turn my eye because it’s after hour. IF you bring it into a party, I cannot allow it. 
We are a title 1 school, if your rate of poverty- we get extra funding for title 1. 
You can target children and staff can help those children what those children 
provide. School wide every class in this building in a 6-day cycle has a title 1 in 
their classroom. You may have one 5-6 times. Before the Halloween parade, 
title 1 team will present to parents about the program. There is an extended day 
program Language Arts Math, no transportation. If your child qualifies for title 
1 it is based on PARCC, you will be notified. District math assessments, many 
others. The team looks to see who would benefit from the support. Sometime 
around 12 for the title 1 program. In addition, it’s something that we have to do. 
Have you ever seen the focus on Franklin? EAS gives to the community; we 
have teachers doing some fun things. Teacher (Mrs. McLaughlin) had 1900 
books donated and kids were able to take two home. Mr. Locke collects 
recycles, turns them in for cash, and buys things for homeless people. Last year 
teacher did a food drive for a food bank and raised 300 pounds of food plus 
$300 those are the kinds of things that will be featured. This is why we do math 
nights, reading nights, parenting partners, all the extra stuff happens and 
teacher’s involvement. You have a great staff here and I can vouch for that. I 
think that is it.  

Wendy: Mr. H and MR R working on hopscotch and four square- they will have 
some tic tac toe- soccer try to do hopscotch and a way to stencil in numbers, 
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gaga pit inside the fence. Mr. H School is looking good. Gaga is basically 
dodgeball but can’t get hit in the face. If anyone wants to help the PTO move it 
that would be great! Want to get it inside the fence because it is new. The kids 
really like it.  

Adjourn at 8:01PM 

Raffle needs amended: Lisa- we like to support local businesses and this 
month’s raffle item is a gift basket from Fantastic Sams over on Pierce Street. 
Ms. Choy picked number 3. Uginia won! 

 


